ADMINISTRATION OF MEDICINES (continued).
You should give no information to the patient as to the nature of the medicine prescribed for her. It is due to the doctor responsible for the case that any legitimate inquiry on this point be directly addressed to him. Information, however innocent in appearance, may be abused in every conceivable way to the detriment of the patient. If opium or morphia is being administered by any method, it would be almost a breach of confidence to communicate the information directly to the patient. There appears to be no doubt that a few patients have contracted the habit of opium-eating by the medicinal use of the drug. Your own sense of responsibility will decide it for you whether it is right to communicate to a patient information of a kind which can lead to no possible good, and is by no means devoid of grave risks.
All powerful medicines should be kept under lock and key. One of the most dangerous of these agents is carbolic acid. Strong lotions, liniments, ointments, acids, and alkalies require careful attention. Sleeping draughts, bottles concontaining chloroform or opium must not be left within reach of patients, especially of those who suffer from prolonged wakefulness. In the distracted mental condition which is common to such, a fatal dose may be taken during your absence, or in the night.
If the patient is permitted to use a lotion or liniment in an ordinary cup or saucer, you must be certain that there is no possibility of a fatal blunder occurring to himself or others. Is he not likely to mistake it for tea, and drink it during his sleepy moments? Liniments that contain opium or spirits must be kept out of the reach of opium eaters and drunkards. The opium eater will stick at nothing in order to gratify his morbid craving.
Liniments must not be warmed over a flame, as> that of a spirit lamp, else a sudden conflagration on a small scale may be the result. They may be warmed easily in a saucer over some hot water.
Some degree of discretion must be used in obeying orders which are expressed in doubtful words. If you are absolutely ignorant of the nature of the drug to be administered, it is necessary to have all doubtful points in the instructions cleared up before obeying them. In other circumstances the spirit of the instructions must be carried out, not their letter. " A pill or draught every hour or couple of hours until the patient sleeps," must not be strained too far. The patient may not sleep till he gets enough to make him sleep too long.
( To be continued.)
